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ABSTRACT

One of the main problems facing andragogy is that its
systematic nature is more the result of other theoretical deliberations than
those of its own. Until the mid-19th century, andragogy founded its
development mainly on prevailing communal, social, economic, political, and
cultural conditions in various countries. In the 1950s, andragogy turned
increasingly into a science whose goals were directed toward humans and their
relationship to the world in which practice is only the result of human's
"spiritual praxis." Andragogy must now deal with the theoretical organization
of its theory, historically perceive its achievements thus far, and become
connected with other sciences to accelerate its own development and
simultaneously acquire an identity of its own and an internal coherence as a

"science. Different individuals still have very different understandings of
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andragogy. Some consider andragogy a pedagogic discipline, whereas others
consider it a relatively autonomous science within the framework of the
general sciences of teaching and learning. Yet others consider andragogy a
method, skill, theory, or model of adult learning. The starting point of
andragogy as an independent science of adult education within the concept of
lifelong learning is no longer disputable. Andragogy's autonomy as a science
of adult education must now be considered. (10 references) (MN)
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ANDRAGOGY BETWEEN THEORY AND PRACTICE

Andragogy is a fairly new science. Although it has a very long and rich andragogical
practice, as a theory its systematic development only began in the 19% century. The
second half of the 20 century is looked upon as the period of its most fruitful and most
intensive development in which andragogy became a relatively independent scientific
discipline.

From a historical standpoint, the development of andragogical theory and practice
progressed diversely and was always closely linked to prevailing communal, social,
economical, political and cultural conditions in various countrics. That is precisely why
there is the emergence of diverse theoretical concepts of andragogy, both of the
traditional ones that appcared in the pre-industrial cra, as well as those appearing with
the growth of industry and capitalism, as well as with the modern andragogical concepts
that emerged after World War II, and \:‘vhosc diverse modes of development we are able
to follow to this very day. In the dcvfclopmcnt of these concepts andragogy must of
necessity be connected with other sciences in order to enhance its development and
thereby enlighten the roads to acquiriﬁg an identity of its own and an internal coherency
as a science of the future and a science for the future.
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